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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


and  the 
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AITFOAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OEPICER  OF  HEALTH 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Morpeth. 

Hr,  Mayor ,  Aldernen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
wealth  and  that  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1970, 

The  population  continued  to  increase  in  the  period  under  review  end  rose  from 
14 j 020  in  1969  to  14,700  in  1970,  There  was  a  fall  in  the  adjusted  birth  rate 
from  13.1  to  10.8  -  compared  with  a  national  figure  of  16.0  in  1970.  The  adiusted 
death  rate  increased  from  9.5  in  1969,  to  12.0  in  1970  -  compared  with  a  national 
iigure  of  11.7.  The  number  of  stillbirths  increased  from  3  to  6,  giving  a  higher 
stillbirth  rate  of  36  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  -  the  national  figure  for^ 

1570  was  13.  Only  one  infant  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  and  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  correspondingly  low-  6,  per  1,000  li-fee  births,  in 
comparison  with  the  national  figure  of  18, 

_  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1970  and  the  number  of  deaths  from 

1.1a  iunant  neoplasms  fell  from  42  in  1969  to  32  -  8  of  these  were  due  to  cancer  of  the 
lung  and  bronchus, 

.I'G11S.  satisfactorM  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was 
notified  in  xie  town  in  1970.  Cases  of  infective  hepatitis  continued  to  occur 
nroughout  the  period,  and  almost  50^  of  these  were  adults,  but  none  was  a  food- 
lanuler.  ^  ihere  was  one  meningococcal  meningitis,  in  a  13  month  old  child,  who 
w~s  Proved  to  have  been  a  contact  of  a  notified  case  in  another  area. 

^ases  °j  neasles  began  to  occur  in  the  spring  and  there  Y/ere  35  in  all. 

Measles  vaccine,  which  had  been  in  very  short  supply  for  over  a  year  due  to  the 
withdrawal  of  supplies  by  one  firm,  again  become  available  in  May  1970  end  the 
vaccination  campaign  against  this  disease  was  recommenced.  The  satisfactory  effect 
01  m is,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  seen  in  the  future.  679  children  were  vaccinated 
agamsi  measles  in  the  whole  of  the  central  area  of  Northumberland  during  the  vear 

Sixteen  cases  of  whooping  cough  wore  notified  in  the  last  months  of  the  year  - 
5  of  these  Y/ere  known  to  have  been  immunised  against  the  disease,  hut  one  wonders 
whether  these  were  m  fact  an  adenovirus  infection,  which  is  capable  of  simulating 
ti-e  paroxysmal  cough  seen  in  whooping  cough, 

.  0  the  sprin-  of  the  year,  an  outbreak  of  what  was  thought  to  have  been  a  virus 
infection  occurred  m  Morpeth.  Attention  was  drawn  to  this  because  of  the  high 
rate  of  absenteeism  of  school  children,  and  investigation  proved  that  many  members 
01  eac-i  family  were  affected.  The  symptoms  included  vomiting,  sore  throat,  swollen 
g  anas,  heaaache,  diarrhoea,  photophobia  and  in  some  cases  a  troublesome  residual 
cough.  effected  adults  complained  of  severe  vomiting  and  an  aching,  stiff  neck  in 
most  cases,  and  were  very  poorly.  Unfortunately,  specimens  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination,  failed  to  identify  the  virus. 

In  September,  vaccination  against  german  measles  was  offered  to  all  13  year 
old  girls  in  the  town,  to  ensure  protection  against  this  disease  because  of  the 
cnov/ri  association  of  certain  foetal  abnormalities  following  an  attack  of  german 
measles  during  pregnancy .  A  very  good  response  was  obtained  and  approximately 

130  consent  forms  \7ere  returned,  but  the  vaccine  had  not  become  available  end 
vaccinations  could  not  be  carried  out  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  complaint  of  mosquito  nuisance  wa3  received  in  October,  from  the  ICendo r 
rove  area  of  the  town.  .  Several  specimens  were  collected  and  were  sent  to  the 
ntisn  Museum  for  identification.  One  of  the  specimens  although  dama.  ed  was  thought 
to  ,0  cul ex  pip iens ,  which  is  a  species  capable  of  biting  and  which  is  known  to  enter 
houses  particularly  at  this  time  of  year  in  search  of  a  place  to  hibernate, 
ol lowing  this  report,  the  Police  were  contacted  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 

arm  wore  asked  to  cut  do  van  the  foliage  adjacent  to  the  Church  Burn  in  order  to  allow 
the  YTater  to  flow  more  freely. 


Streams  of  this  type  and  any  collections  of  stagnant  water,  however  small,  are  a 
potential  source  of  nuisance  as  far  as  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes  i£  concerned. 

Once  again,  I  should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mrs.  Hay,  The  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  other  Council  Officials  for  the  help  and  co-operation  which 
they  extended  to  me  during  the  year,  and  for  the  continued  interest  and  support 
of  members  6f  the  Council. 


I  am, 

Mr*.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

K,  Dick,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy,,  D.P.IT. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS . 


(Tho  figures  in  brackets  are  the  fibres  for  England  and  Wales) 
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Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Local  Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor *0*7?) . . . , 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rote  '  . . 12*°  lllc7) 
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PRINCIPAL  CAISES  Off  DEATH  IN  1970 , 


CAUSES 

Total  Total 
Humber  Number 

.  _  1969  1970 

i°  of  Total 
Deaths 
1969 

~°/o  of  Total 
Deaths 

1  Q7H 

Lioeases  of  the  Heart  & 

Circulatory  System  87 

94 

41.43 

33.36 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

42 

32 

20 

13.05 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

24 

41 

11.4 

16„7 

- - — — -  - - 

TOTAL 

133  167  72,83 

68.11 

ILPAiiT  1LE  MORTALITY 

Tlio  following  table  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  de-th  in  thp  Airr 
groups  during  the  past  yearn  cie^tn  m  the  different  ago 


Pneumonia 


TOTAL 


The  following  table  shows  the 
years  * 


comparative  mortality  rate 


during  the  past  ten 


1 6l  ’62  *  63  *64 

*6  5 

’66 

’67 

r68 

*69 

*  70 

Inf  entile 
deaths 

under  1  yr. 

6  5  4  6 

4 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

25.33  18.94  12.66  24.79 

17.78 

4  c  46 

20 

10.7 

16 

6 
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STATISTICS  FOR  TEE  BCROUCII  OF  MORPETH 


Year 

Population 

Crude 

Birth 

Rate 

per  1,000  popf 

Crude 

Benra 

.Li  A. 'j  *j  VJ 

per  l»n00  pop. 

Infantile 

Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000 

live  births  j 

1 

\ 

\ 

1937 

9,552 

13.7 

12,03 

99.1  ! 

195^ 

9,458 

17.2 

11.9 

45.4  j 

1939 

9,732 

16.13 

13.06 

44.58  j 

1940 

9,763 

14.65 

12029 

60*21  ! 

1950 

10,610 

18,75 

9,61 

,,  l0  i 

I960 

11,990 

18  f  10 

14.01 

1 8  *45 

1965 

13,950 

16*13 

12*9 

17  a  A3 

1966 

14,150 

15.83 

13.22 

4.46 

1967 

14,340 

14.2 

12„8 

20 

1968 

14,510 

12*9 

15.4 

10.7 

1969 

14,620 

13.2 

14.4 

16 

1970 

14,700 

10o9 

16.7 

6 

PREVALENCE 

3 

§ 

0 

0 

3 

0 

OVER,  IilFECTIOUS  AUD 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

r 


Infective  Hepatitis 
Meningo co coal  Meningitis 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


TOTAL 


8 


2 


7 

J 


2 


1  8  9  17 


3  11  10  31  io 


3  3  2-1 
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1 

1 

1 

« 
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1 
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23 


35 

16 


75 
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OUT  IN  THE  CEUTRAL  AREA  OF  NORTHOMBERLAITD  COUNTY  DLRBTG  1070. 


DISEASE 

PRIMARY 

year" 

1970  1969 

Ill  1UUISAT 1 0U 
OF  BIRTH 

1968  1967 

1963-66 

Others 
under  16 
years 

TOTAL 

Diphtheria 

5 

661 

149 

8 

15 

32 

870 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

656 

145 

7 

9 

022 

Tetanus 

5 

662 

149 

8 

16 

87 

927 

Poliomyelitis 

7 

657 

144 

12 

20 

r  'y 

897 

Measles 

2 

150 

252 

129 

127 

*j  71 

679 

RE-  IFF0RC I LTG  DOSES 

Diphtheria 

- 

r  * 

28 

82 

1017 

33 

1160 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

*■0 

23 

66 

64 

1 

154 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

28 

83 

1030 

641 

1784 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

- 

28 

82 

1014 

711 

I835 

Smallpox 

Uo . 

of  children  vaccinated 

Uo. 

revaoci nated 

Ase  at  date  of 

vaccination. 

Under  1  year 

10 

mm 

1  year 

62 

r* 

2-4  years 

84 

6 

5-15  years 

72 

30 

TOTAL 

228 

36 

—  — r*  *  "  ■  —  *  ■■  11  ■  ■  > 

TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  no  new  cases  and  no  deaths  from  this  disease 


Death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Depth  rate  from  non-respiratoiy  tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


NIL 

0,019  per  1,000  pop, 
MIL 

0C014  per  1,000  pop. 


The  registrar- General* s 
given  belov;?- 


HRLIGHAUT  OOPLASMS . 

figures  have  been  used  in  calculating  the  death-rates 


Neoplasms  of  Luna  and  Bronchus . 

Death  rate  in  Morpeth  .  _ 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales 


300000*00000*0000*000000000 

60000000000  *30  0  0  0  0 


Malignant  neoplasms  of  A1 1  o the r  Sites. 

Death  rate '  in  Morpeth  .77.7.7.70.'. . . . . 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  . . 


. oOr54  per  1,000  of  pop, 
,»0o6l7  per  1,000  of  pop. 


,1.65  per  1,000  of  pop, 

. . ,1*773  per  1,000  of  pop. 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites. 

Death  rate  in  Morpeth  • « * . » , • , 0 0 » o , » , » » . . . • 0 , . , • • . 0 ,2*17  per  1,000  of  pop. 
Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales - * ........... ,0 .  .2.490  per  1,000  of  pop. 
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GEMERAL  PROVISION'S  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Ambulance  Service . 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  from  the  Ambulance  Station 
in  Gas  House  Lane,  where  there  are  four  ambulances,  a  Station  Officer  and  twelve 
Drivers.  A  24  hour  service  is  given  and  all  vehicles  can  be  controlled  by  radio 
from  theCentral  Control  at  Wideopen. 

One  of  the  two  vehicles  in  Northumberland  County  to  be  used  in  the  event  of  a 
major  disaster,  is  stationed  and  maintained  at  Morpeth  Ambulance  Depot. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Servi Ce  s . 


The  full  range  of  services  is  provided  at  the  County  Council*  s  Clinic  in  Gas 
House  Lane,  where  there  are  three  Health  Visitors. 

The  three  firms  of  practitioners  now  make  full  use  of  the  clinic  building  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare  work. 


Meals  on  Wheels. 


Figures  supplied  by  tne  County  Organiser  of  the  Women* s  Royal  Voluntary  Servic 

show  that,  during  19/0  I,j500  meals  were  delivered  to  old  people  in  their  own  homes 
in  the  town. 

Chiropody  for  Old  People • 

ihis  service  continued  to  operate  through  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 
Home  Safety  Committee • 


This  enthusiastic  and  active  committee  with  representatives  from  the  various 
organisations  in  the  town  and  sponsored  by  the  Borough  Public  Health  Committee, 
continued  to  meet  regularly  during  the  year.  Financial  help  was  received  from 
Morpeth  Borough  Council,  and  also  from  the  Central  Area  Health  Sub- Committee  of 
the  County  Council.  A  series  of  projects  were  carried  out  in  an  effort  to  reduce 
the  number  of  home  accidents. 

Day  Centre. 

A  Day  Centre  for  house-bound  and  handicapped  people  was  opened  in  July  1970 
and  was  held  in  Morpeth  Community  Centre.  Twelve  patients  were  brought  on  one 
day  each  week  to  the  hall  by  ambulance,  and  were  given  a  hot  drink  on  arrival,  a 
nicL-aay  meal  and  afternoon  tea..  The  mental  and  physical  improvement  in  these 
patients  by  the  end  of  the  year,  must  have  been  most  gratifying  to  the  members  of 
tne  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  who  were  responsible  for  the  organisation  and 
running  of  the  Day  Centre,  and  special  tribute  must  be  made  to  Miss  Goldsbury  and 
Councillor  Miss  Cassidy  xor  their  invaluable  work  in  this  connection. 


ifflSEAL-EEEQMLgF  TBS  SfiNIOS  public  H'iaLTH  INSPbCTOP 

•^AE-J.970 


and  general  domestic  purposes V  TCneaouth^rporation  Water'  Undoing 

c;, plaint  ofLS  SSfd^^  «*  ~ 

inspector  who  arranged  for  the  mains  serviF  if  7-1  to  L  o 

sample  from  the  residence  of  +  h,  .  ?  "  a‘  oa  '-°  b®  sluiced.  A 

Eopartnent  and  sent  to  the  ^culic  gl-i  HA.  '  a?  *'a!i:en  b7  the  Public  Health 

examination  -  see  “pic  9  In  Table  1  *  for  ^toriological 

-  -  s«rs  sass  -"*■ 

TABLE  1 


Ref 


Location 


Abattoir 


.Date  of 
Collection 

17,3.70 


ITfllC  RPSULTS 

Probable  No" of” 

Coll form  Bacill 
per  1 OOnl 


0 


B,  Coli 
type  1 


2 

McGill  s  Yard  ‘  ~~~ 
Standpipe 

II 

t 

-=  -  ir-3n  » - —  -  -|  ,  r  ■  — 

0 

KJ 

0 

3 

37  Townsend  Crescent 

*  .  .... — . 

17.4.70 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Carlisle  Park 
Pavillion 

Staff  Room  '*"*'”*" 

Swimming  Pool 

r  — . 

" 

0 

3 

5.3.70 

0 

0 

6 

Town  Hall 

St 

1 

0 

0 

7 

Fulbeck  Grange 

Ground  Floor 

•  **■  .  .... 

26.8.70 

0 

0 

Fulbeck  Gvano,o 

’'-••Wa  -■**»*»  *~T  ..  4.  ,-4, 

8 

First  Floor 

— _ _ 

It 

1 

1 

9 

6  Broom  Close 

Green  Lane 

II 

0 

0 

10 

i  ul beck  Grange 

First  Floor 

3.9.70 

0 

0 

11 

Pottery  Bank  Farr. 
(Standpipe) 

It 

0 

0 

12 

Fulbeck  Grange 

First  Floor 

22.10.70 

I 

II 

0 

0 

13 

Grandstand  Flats 

The  Common 

0 

0 

-A 

The  Bungalow 

North  Level  Crossing 

5.11.70 

0 

0 

of  a  dead  bird  fo^nd  in  the  t  Pf  f  f  Was  °'OTib^ly  due  to  the  presence 
Pul  beck  Grange.  The  occupier  of  t'-o^  the1first  ^eor  kitchen  of 

thoroughly  cleansed  la sPrClJ  »“  advised  to  have  the  tank 

birds  arditherpollutina  nodi  tSs  “0Ur9d  T1”8*  of 

v  iuui.iu  media.  this  was  done  and  repeat  samples  Nos. 


4 


Contd 
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10  and  12,  show  the  measures  taken  were  suoceasf\il^ 
SAILING-  OF  WATER  FOR  LEAD  CONTENT 


A  sample  of  drinkri.ng  water  was  oilmen  from  a  situation  where 
lead  service  piping  was  involved  and  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
examination.  The  analyst  reported  the  lead  content  of  the  sample  to  be 
0.03  parts  per  million,  which  is  within  the  permissible  limits  of  0.05  parts 
per  million  and  therefore  satisfactory, 

FLUORIDE  IN  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supplied  to  the  Borough  has  a  natural  Fluoride  content 
of  the  order  of  0.05  parts  per  million,  No  actio.:  has  been  taken  by  the 
water  undertaking  to  add  Fluorine  to  the  supply. 


Two  houses  in  the  Borough,  one  under*  a  olcs  -  c.g  wrier,  have 
external  standpipes  for  a  supply  of  water.  Appropriate  a colon  is  under 
consideration  in  the  other  case. 


SAMPLING-  OF  SWIMMING  POOL  WATER 

During  the  year,  the  water  in  the  Council  owned  Swimming  Pool 
was  accorded  close  attention  and  a  great  many  samples  were  taken  for 

bacteriological  examination.  Table  2  gives  details  of  these. 

TABLE  2 


Ref. 

Location 

Date 

Collected 

RESULTS  OF  BACT.  EXAMINATION 

Probable  No  of 
Coliform  Bacille 
per  100ml 

B.  Coli 
type  1 

1 

Deep  end 

5.1.70 

0 

0 

2 

Shallow  end 

If 

0 

0 

3 

Deep  end 

20.1.70 

0 

0 

4 

Shallow  end 

It 

0 

0 

5 

Deep  end 

4.2.70 

0 

0 

6 

Shallow  end 

II 

0 

0 

7 

Deep  end 

25.2.70 

0 

0 

8 

Shallow  end 

It 

0 

0  1 

9 

Deep  end 

17.3.70 

0 

. 

0  ! 

10 

Shallow  end 

II 

0 

0 

11 

Deep  end 

7.4.70 

0 

0 

12 

Shallow  end 

tl 

0 

0 

13 

Deep  end 

21.4.70 

0 

0 

14 

Shallow  end 

21.4.70 

0  I  0 

Contd 


-  3  - 

table  2  (contd) 


Contd 


47 

After  Filtration 

T 

27,10,70  j 

0 

— 

0 

48 

Deep  end 

i 

i 

0 

0 

49 

Shallow  end 

“  7  “i 

j 

0 

0 

90 

After  filtration 

*  i  0 

J  .  ! 

0 

0  i 

>1 

Deep  end 

29.10,70  ! 

i 

•  j 

Shallow  end 

1 

" 

i 

O  1 

"  j 

[ 

mrii — «_  _» .  nr  ■  1 1^1 1  ■  «i  —1  1 - ■  -  1 - r  •  |t 

“  i  .  j 

53  j  After  filtration 

••  1 

_ t 

0  ! 

0  ; 

l 

54  i 

Deep  end 

Shallow  end 

1 

<  1 

0  '  o'  j 

"4 

r  r~ 

bo 

0  I 

56 

After  filtration 

iT  < 

0  :  0 

r~-~> 

.57 

Deep  end 

_  ___  .  ^ 

5, 1 1 .70 

1  |  0 

56 

Shallow  end 

3  -0 

> 

r 

j  59 

After  f  iltr  at  ion 

-»  T  _  -■ 

" 

0  j  0 

| _ 60 

Deep  end 

"  ! 

. . . . j 

0  1  0 

»  .  — 

6i 

Shallow  end 

” 

V 

1 

0 

0  1 

62 

After  filtration 

tl 

0 

0 

;  63 

Deep  end 

5.11,70 

0 

0 

64 

S hallo?/  end 

0 

0 

65 

After  filtration 

11 

0 

0 

66 

Deep  end 

» 

0 

0 

67 

Shallow  end 

n 

0 

0 

68 

After  filtration 

>9 

0 

0 

:  69 

Deep  end 

10.11.70 

0 

0 

70 

Shallot/  end 

j 

0 

0 

71 

After  filtration 

1 

0 

1 

0 

72 

Deep  end 

r  “  “  ““ 

0 

i _ _ j 

73 

Shallov/  end 

n 

0 

i  \ 

0  •  ; 

74 

After  filtration 

it 

0 

f 

0 

75 

Deep  end 

12.11.70 

0 

0 

4 

76 

Shallot/  end 

ti 

0 

« 

1  ■  ,,  .  .  „M  ,11  -  1 1 1  g  ,  . 

•  1 

0 

1  s 

77 

Aftei  filtration 

t? 

1  0 

3  i 

1  - 

78 

Deep  end 

7? 

Shallow  end 

80 

After  filtration 

81 

Deep  end 

82 

Shallow  enct 

i 

83 

After  filtration 

84 

Deep  end 

|  tl5 

j  Shallow  enc* 

La_ 

|  After  filtration 

87 

Deep  end 

88 

Shallow  end 

89 

After  filtration 

9° 

Deep  end 

91 

Shallow  end 

92 

After  filtration 

93 

Deep  end 

94 

Shallow  end 

95 

if ter  filtration 

JL.J 

Deep  end 

2Lj 

Shallow  end 

98 

After  f i  Deration 

99 

Deep  end 

100 

Shallow  enu 

101 

After  filtration 

1 02 

Deep  end 

i — 

o  i 

VjsI 

t 

— 1 

Shallow  end 

104 

After  filtration 
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TAjLT  _t  (oontd) 

12.,  11. 7  d 


i  17.11.70 


! 


s 

. i- 


13.11.70 


1. 


24.11.70 


4' 

4 

4- 


26.11.70 


4  . 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

() 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 


0 

0 

1  0 

0 

0 

_ j 

—  _l 

0  1 

0 

_ 0  J 

—  — 

0 

0 

_  ...°_ _ i 

_ f„ _ i 

1 

_ 1 

i 

0  i 

— ° — i 

0 

0 

o  ! 

_  i_4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

As  the  table  shows,  very  few  samples  showed  a  bee tern  a. 
count  and  although  the  desire  is  for  a  clean  water  at  all  times, 
the  overall  results  were  most  encouraging. 
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CAMPING-  SITES  AND  RECBSATICEAL  ACTIVITIES 


There  are  no  organised  official  c a.' .ping  sites  in  the 
Borough  but  other  recreational  facilities  are  captiously  provided 
for  throughout  the  Borough. 


In  the  town  centre  there  is  the  beautiful  Carlisle  Park 
where  one  may  enjoy  bowls ,  tennis,  putting  and  clock  golf,  or  if  not 
the  active  kind  one  can  sit.  amid  pleasant  floral  surroundings  and 
enjoy  uplifting  of  nature  at  its  cultivated  best. 


Neai1  at  hand  is  the  excellent  p  ddling  pool  and  sand 
playpit  to  delight  the  children,  and  the  well  kept  grassland  and 
woodland  where  one  can  sit  and  play  at  leisure.  To  the  South  of  the 
town  is  the  beautiful  swoop  of  Beuchar  Park  to  delight  the  eye  at  all 
times  of  the  year,  while  to  the  South  Vest  there  is  Storey  Park  and 
the  Common  where  football  pitches  are  provided.  There  are  similar 


f., 

J-  Oo 


-  —  -  -  -  - - j.  - 

lities  at  Stobhillgate  South  East  of  the  town  centre  and  in  this 
area  is  the  Morpth  Cricket  and  Tennis  Club. 


Adjoining  the  Common  is  the  excellent  Morpeth  G-olf  Club 
situated  in  a  well  elevated  and  bracing.,  area  of  the  town.  Among  other 
attractions  is  the  modern  Swimming  Pool  in  the  Newmarket,  the  pleasant 
promenade  walk  alongside  the  river  Vansbeck,  stretching  virtually  from 
Castle  Square  to  the  High  S tanners,  a  lovely  grassland  area  appreciated 
by  residents  and  visitors  as  a  restful  retreat. 

For  those  who  enjoy  boating,  facilities  are  available  in  the 
region  of  Carlisle  Park  and  Castle  woods,  during  the  Summer  months,  and 
for  everyone  there  gro  pleasant  walks  and  historic  buildings  to  be 
explored  and  enjoyed.  This  does  not  exhaust  the  facilities  provided 
but^npiy  demonstrates  the  attractions  of  Morpeth  Borough,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  Council  to  provide  for  and  encourage  activities,  to 
promote  good  health  and  happiness. 


COMPLAINTS 


During  the  year  125  complaints  were  received 
The  following  list  shews  the  nuisances  and  defects  after 
appropriate  action  taken: - 


and  dealt  with, 
inspection  and 


Accumulations  removed 
Incineration  of  refuse 
Drains  cleansed  and  repaired 
Dampness  remodi od 
Lave sputters  cleansed 
1  ■  a v e sgut t or s  repaired 
Fall  spouts  repaired 
Dilapidations  r one died 
Noisy  animals 
U nice-  pt  premi  s  c  s 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  a  e 

•  •  • 

f  o  O 

t  o  0 

»  ■>  • 

4*  >  « 

a  •  • 

O  9  •  o 


0*0 


•  •  • 


)  •  I 


•  A  • 


•  •  • 


e  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  a  c 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


13 

*2 

1.1 

3 

£ 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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jjSlO£aaSg0K.S  AND  IMVESTISATTONS  CABKIED  CTO 
Courts,  yards  and  passages 

•  •  •  •  < 

Disinfections 

•  •  •  • « 

Disinfestations 

•  •  •  • . 

Dilapidations 

•  •  •  •  • 

Drainage  systems 

•  •  •  . , 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  09o 

Immigration  regulations 

•  •  •  •  • 

Keeping  of  animals 

»*•  •  • 

Offensive  odours 

•  •  •  •  • 

Offensive  accumulations 


Public  sanitary  conveniences 
Refuse  disposal  sites 
Removal  of  household  effects 
Refreshment  houses 
Sale  of  fireworks 
Schools 

Septic  tank  systems 
Sewage  disposal  works 
Swimming  Pool 


•  •  • 


•  «  • 


9  0  9 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  e 


•  •  • 


•  t  • 


•  ♦  • 


•  #  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


Unsatisfactorily-,  kept  houses 

x  •  •  •  •  •  • 


17 
5 

35 

1 

18 
12 

2 

4 

21 

13 

15 

12 

1 

15 

1 

11 

3 

2 

17 

6 


SHERAGh  AND  DRAINAGE 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  area 
expand  during  the  year  due  to  new  estates 


of  the  Borough  continued 
being  developed. 


to 


.  -he  enlarged  and  modernised  purification  plant  was 

during  the  year  and  which  is  designed  to  produce  an  effluent 
requirements  of  the  Northumbrian  River  Authority. 


comissioned 
to  meet  the 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  MD  DISPOSAL 
STREET  CLEANSING- 


Collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  in  the  Borough  is  done  by 
direct  labour  and  under  the  contract  of  the  Borough  Engineer  &  Surveyor. 

Refuse  is  deposited  at  the  Quarry  Yoods  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
Borough,  supervised  by. a  tip  attendant.  The  quantity  of  combustible 
matter  makes  up  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  refuse  requiring-  as  much 
manual  separation  as  possible  to  reduce  the  incidence  cf  tip  fires  ^he 
service  was  in  all  respects  satisfactorily  carried  out, 

' Street  deansing  was  also  well  maintained  during  the  year,  but  despite 
the  fact  that. 1970  was  European  Conservation  Year,  intended  to  promote 
'a  er, Public  interest  in  preserving  and  improving  the  environment,  discarded 
household  effects  and  other  rubbish  were  still  to  be  found  in  secluded  places 


Contd 
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with  obvious  &i&r©g<ard  of  the  aims  of  conservation  year,  and  the  freo 
service  given  by  the  Council  for  the  collection  of  un~vant.ed 
effects.  One  looks  forward  to  the  time  when  civic  pride  will  assert 
itself  in  the  minds  of  those  who  perpetrate  this  nuisance. 

RIVERS  (PREVENTION  OF  POLLUTION)  ACTS  1956  &  ^6: 

During  the  year  several  inspections  were  made  of  the  river 
Ransbeck  ard  its  tributary  streams  for  any  signs  of  pollution.  Apart  from 
a  minor  incident  thought  to  be  caused  by  some  detergent  gaining  access  to 
the  river  and  'which  was  of  short  duration,  no  other  pollution  was  found. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 


* 


During  the  year  one  case  of  excessive  noise  from  a 
pneumatic  drill  and  one  other  of  noisy  animals  were  dealt  with. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


There  is  only  one  premises  in  the  Borough  licensed  under  this  Act 
for  the  sale  of  pet  animals. 


Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  but  no  contraventions 
of  the  terms  of  licence  were  found. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESOS  ACT  1949. 


The  year  under  review  again  saw  sustained  action  against 
rats  and  nice.  No  serious  infestations  were  found  or  reported,  and  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  was  only  mildly  affected,  demonstrating  the 
value  of  planned  attack  and  follow-on  treatment. 


It  was  again  a  pleasure  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
student  public  health  inspectors  class  from  the  Charles  Trevelyan  College, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  a  section  of  the  Borough  sewerage  system,  campaign 
maps  and  other  facilities  for  their  study  of  rodent  control  work. 

The  following  summarises  work  done  under  the  Act,  other  than 

sewers 


Number  of  properties  inspected 
following  notification 


Number  infested  by 

(a)  Rats 
(b;  Mice 


Number  of  properties  inspected 
for  reasons  other  than  notification 


Number  infested  b v 

(a.)  Rats 
(b)  Mice 


.DESTRUCTION  OF  MOLES 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

^°n.  i n  Agricultural 
Agricultural 

59 

43 

10 

891  5 

_ 

| 

2  1 

L  1  .  - 

Mole  infestat.ions  on  Council  owned  lands  ace  dealt  with  by 
a  specialist  in  this  work  retained  by  the  Council.  Infestations  during 
the  year  were  of  minor  nature  and  were  promptly  dealt  with. 


DESTRUCTION  CF 


T?~'R  La  I  . 


h  pic-eons 


During  the  year  close  attention  was  given  to  this  work  and  250 
birds  were  destroyed  by  the  rodent  operator  wno  operates  in  close  liasion 
with  the  police  authority.  Feral  pigeons,  like  rodents  are  no  respecters 
of  boundaries  in  that  reinfest  a  Mens  can  au3  do  occur,,  Sustained  effort 
must  therefore  be*  made  to  keep  them  under  control. 
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JKSBCT.  PESTS 


,  Thirty  four  conplaints 

dealt  with  during-  the  year  usin, 

^aseoiis.  The  following  shows  the 
affected. 


°f  i^cstatiens  by  insects  '..ere 
approved  insecticides  both  liquid  and 
species  encountered  and  premises 


SHiCTSS 

j 

j  TYfT  C:  PROPERTY  AFFECTED  '  ~ 

I Lo c  al  Author ity 
Houses 

i 

Private  Houses 

Cockroach  j 

|  10 

i 

j 

Silverfish 

1 

_  8 - 1 

12 

Wasps  i 

__a  J 

~"nL"'  “ 

•*•■•=**  -  -n-  ~-~i. 

8 

- S TABLI SHIvIBhfr g  p_CT  1 963 

dogs.  Inspections  were  made  Tro^time^t  -  bt°  B°f°Ug^  llCGnsed  to  board 
conditions  of  the  licc-noe  Ifi  tine  to  check  that  the 

exclusively  during  the  surfer  Eo-s™  “vhi^'  1)068  9X0  boardsd  al,30st 

^  Ulaer  30 -son,  while  owners  are  on  holiday 


SCHOOLS 


Nothing  of  an  objectionable  nature  was  found  at  the  premises 


y°ar  were  found  to  have^good  standard  °f n^Cn^ences  inspected  during  the 
one  shhool  were  is  was  felt  th-t  +1,0  yf1fnCG  “^e  exception  of 

m  the  infants  ablutions  should  bo  imoreved  ’’  V'f^r  to  th°  v;ash“basins 

Director  of  Education  and  I  undent Ta  io  b^cSSSeS!"  t0  th^ 

etfhisfs  act  19 63 

-k.'-'  the  cloS  G  cf  "fell 3  TCriy  ^  *i*  ^  1  ~  .0  o  r\~z 

persons  were  on  tha  Borough  register"  YH  J°*  premses  ^P-1- eying  1207 
-ovod  Pro,  the  «a  ™ . 

to  olassifiiatifn^L°’'anS  *h°W8  “  8“£aysi8  0?  registered  precises  according- 


CLASS  no  on 

_ _ _  .  EEG-ISE33R 

NUMBED  OF  PERSONS 
EMPLOYED 

Offices  6-j 

-let  ad.  1  Shops  119 

314 

j  069  ! 

.■  v  no  1  e  s  ale  Shops 
and  Warohou se  s 
Catering'  establish¬ 
ments  open  to 
; gpublic  and  canteens 

1 

11  j 

21 

1 

r  f 

211 

|  Fuel  depot  s 

0 

|  TOTALS :  ~  203 

,  T07 

Total 

Mal.e  s  Zp '  3 

Total  Females  8CC. 

C  O  2 1 C  d 
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ANALYSTS  OF  COMTRAVENTIOI^UNM  THE  ACT 


SECTION 

subject  hatter 

1  *■■■■  ■ 

NUMBER 

4 

Cleanliness 

8 

6 

Temperature 

3 

8 

Lighting 

2 

12 

Clothing  accomodatior 

2 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

1 

16 

Floors,  stairs  and 
passages 

< 

3 

; 

17 

Fencing  of  exposed 
machinery 

1 

24 

First  Aid 

4 

TOTAL: 

i 

-j  24 

1 

The  service  of  informal  notices  fallowed  up  by  discussions 
and  advise  proved  sufficient  to  ensure  compliance  V7ith  thB  Act  and 
regulation  made  thereunder. 


Four  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  all  non-fatal 
All  were  investigated  and  appropriate  advice  given.  Three  of  the 
accidents  were  in  retail  shops  two  involving'  the  use  of  hand  tools,  and 
one  while  handling  goods.  The  other  occurred  while  handling  goods  in 
a  catering  establishment. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1?6l 


At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  A2  factory  premises  in 
the  Borough  register  41  of  which  were  those  whereat  powei -driven  machinery 
was  used  and  where  Section  7  of  the  Act  dealing  with  sanitary 
conveniences  is  enfor cable  by  the  District  Council  and  one  where  no  power 
driven  machinery  was  used  and  where  section  1,2, 1,4, 6,  and  7  are 
enforceable  by  the  District  Council, 


The  following  shows  inspections  made  under  the  Aet:- 


PREMISES 

NO  ON 
REGISTER 

INSPECTIONS 

NO  OF 
NOTICES 

PROSECUTIONS 

1,  Factories  in  whioh 
sections  1,2,3,t,^ 

6  are  enforced  by  the- 
District  Council, 

. . . . 

1 

1 

2,  Factories  not 
included  in  1 ,  in 
which  section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
District  Council 

41 

i 

12. 

i 

; 
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housing 


£e  ty  Ho  us  £^c  og^lcto; d_dujd  ng  ^  t he.  _ycar 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(h)  By  any  ether  Housing  Authority 

(c;  By  Private  Persons 

A2™J'Lil,ITH.  i^dcDTO  UNFIT  HOUSES 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 

3.  Houses  included  in  Clearance  Area  but  not  yet  demolished 

4.  Other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  and 

not  included  above  ^  aau 

ALPiACRS 
Housesnade  fit 

5.  By  informed  action 

6.  By  owners  following  statutory  notice 

7.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

o.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Nil 

Nil 

74 


Nil 

3 

12 

Nil 


3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


9.  12  houses  were  dealt  vdth  under  Slum  Clearance  proceedure  during 

the  ye ar  and  are  awaiting  demolition.  lng 


FUSING  ACT  J^6§ 


A. 

1. 


4. 


hi 


MsgCTio^ujiY  giants 

Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  the  year  10 

2.  Applications  rejected  ^ 

3.  Applications  anproved  . 

.p proximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  £412.1 8 

3.  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  area  since 
inception  of  scheme. 

i  op 

B.  during 

1.  Nunber  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants  have  been  nad«y 

2.  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 

)  Bath  or  shower 
b)  Nash  hand  basin 
rG)  Hot  water  suppy 
>d)  Hater  closet 
[o)  Sink 


19 


7 

6 

18 

3 


Total 
to  date 

147 


96 

94 

100 

129 

71 


HUNT  ACT  1957 


nf  j).  .N°  a?pll?f;tl0ns  WCre  received  during  the  year  for  Certificates 

oi  Disrepair  under  the  Act. 
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INSPECTION  iii'®  SUPERVISION  ON  FOOD 

——  in  1 1>  <*>*»  —y»-  tor-  Jm  ^  Vf*  -#•<»•-»  •»*•»-  -•»■  .-<r  st-iMS—P* 

MILK  SUPPLY 


Licensing  and  use  of  special  designations  Untreated, 
Pasteurised,  and  Stcrlized  is  under  the  control  of  Northumberland  County 
Council,  and  sampling  of  nillc  undertaken  by  the  ^ounty  Public  Health 
Inspector.  There  are  12  dealers  in  the  Borough. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taicen  and  results 
of  tests  applied,  as  supplied  by  the  County  Inspector. 


[ 

CLASS  OF  MILK 

M-m mm-  '  s—  »-  „4/-  -« 

No  of 
Sample s 

-<r  rnmn-rm-  -  mm  .e  - .  ■ 

Passed 

Failed 

>  tm  . rmtmmr  'jm: »» 

* 

i 

M.B. 

PHOS. 

BIO 

M.B. 

PHOS. 

BIO 

Untreated 

9 

8 

1 

Pasteurised 

18 

1 6 

18 

2 

l 

Sterilized 

LJ 

r*  -c* 

■ 

M. B. Methylene  Blue  Test 
PHOS. Phosphatase  Test 
BIO;-  Biological  Test 


FOOD  PREMISES 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  13£  premises  where  food  is 
handled  and  sold,  and  the  following  table  shows  an  analysis  of  the  types  of  • 
food  premises  by  main  classification,  on  the  register. 


•’rma-mr ■*•**"•  ,mr  .mer^x  nr»*r  >e*r n -f~r  —  -  ir  n>  1mm-- ,» 

MAIN  CLASSIFICATION  jj 

xnmm  i  rnmtmrm  rv-  tm**-  « 

NUMBER 

Boarding  houses 

2 

Butchers 

11 

Bale  ©houses 

3 

Confectioners 

15 

Cafes-  Restaurants 

14 

Chemists 

5 

Co  deed  Meats 

3 

Fruit  and  Greengrocery 

10 

Fried  Fish 

3 

Fresh  Fish 

1 

Grocers 

14 

G-eneral  Dealers 

12 

Hotels  &  licenced  premises 

21 

School  Kitchens 

!  8 

! 

; 
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O.  .  .  aC  T5e.?UE!!5er  0f  T?re:2^sea  in  the  Borough  registered  under 
Section  1 6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  for  the  sale  or  sale  and 

outrpS  -/Ce  WaS  a8+?t,th°  end  of  the  ^ar.  Sampling  was  carried 

out  and  all  sables  vere  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

the  yo-r*  ^  blowing  table  shows  the  throughput  of  animals  for 


,  •'"»  TUM  jr.  r ;  +•. 

MONTH 

mrni*r-*9*  mrm tr.T  - 

cattle 

SHEEP 

PIGS 

«jur  M 

CALVES 

TOTAL 

Jan 

145 

ten m-jntm  i  »-r 

797 

100 

32 

1074 

Feb 

140 

647 

107 

29 

923 

Kar 

125 

597 

134 

41 

897 

Apl 

14-3 

wo 

118 

42 

733 

May 

130 

467 

120 

17 

734 

Jun@  j 

134 

691 

111 

21 

957 

July 

wrrr  »  .T 

148 

931 

133 

23 

wn-rnsj*..  ,-xm  *w«  ,*1  - 

1235 

Aug 

149 

973 

127 

40 

1289 

Sept 

162 

r«-  ,  -  - 

1055 

152 

-«*  «:  -~*»rv  ^  .n-jxi 

52 

«""***»*•*»-•'  •*•.«.*  ..  *  .-mi 

1421 

Oct 

180 

1084 

ir.Mnarr,* 

147 

46 

CHjrm  »m  » -1/— 

1457 

Nov 

181 

920 

165 

27 

1293 

Dec 

168 

- - - .  „ 

778 

®r«-»  i.  TV  !*.<, 

295 

23 

1264 

TOTALS;  18  09 

9370 

1709 

393 

13277 

<wrv<w««4 

SLAU&HT-gid.SSNS  LICENCIjS 


Seven  slaughtermens  licences  were  renewed  for  1970,  six  holders 
residing  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year,  no  offences  or  infringements  of 
licences  were  noted  or  reported* 


MB AT  INSPECTIONS 


All  carcases,  viscera  and  offal  were 
stamped^  before  release,  in  accordance  with  the  1:1 
1963.  The  following  table  gives  some  statistics 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


inspected  and  carcases 
eat  Inspection  Regulations 
of  the  items  rejected 


11  ■■■  *  •-*  •  *  -w  e-m-^mr -m  a*#-  -•  r  w* 

Cattle 

Cows 

*”  1 

| 

EXcl  Cov/s 

C  alve  s 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

* 

1653 

152 

393 

9370 

***«»  *-’\mrnz*rr imtzm 

1709 

s 

"  inspected 

1653 

152 

-  m—mn-  -xmmr 

393 

9370 

•  -«•  r>-«  . 

1709 

All  diseases 
except  Tuberculosis! 

and  Cyst  icorco  sis  I 

4* 

to 

! 

> 

IVhole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

[ 

3 

7? 

$ 

.39 

■  3 

,  i 

t 

Cattle 

Excl  Cows 

Cows 

- - — 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

9  **'  1  -  '  '  " 

Caroasos,lsone  part 
-  organ  of  which  -  *  52 5~* '  '  ' 

was  condemned 

•  —77 

9 

1120 

Wf 

Percentage  of  number 
affected  with  disease  31.3/?> 
other  than  Tuberculosis 
or  Cysticerci 

52^ 

12.;$ 

26.35? 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  Nil 

co  ndenned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Care a sos,  some  part  or 
organ  of  which  was  Nil 

condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

11 

Percentage  of  number 
affected  with  Nil 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

0.655? 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases,  some  part 

or  organ  of  which  was  Nil 

condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  for  Nil 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil, 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
■  condemned  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

l - — 

Nil 

The  quantity  of  condemned  neat  and  organs  amounted  to 
7  tons  7  cw'ts  50  lbs.  j-his  *was  removed  from  the  abattoir  by  a  firm 
specialising  in  by-products,  whose  factory  if  outside  of  the  Borough. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  aND  EDUCaTICNaL  WORK 

ll>iai  •  n  ~  t ■  i»  ,m  - ii  ■  i  ».»  m  lamir  wri r  r  T  ■-  r~ 

Kygience  of  food  premises  and  travelling  shops  was  given 
maximum  possible  attention  during  the  year  and  it  was  found  that 
considerable  effort  was  being  made  in  general  to  comply  with  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  I960,  Contraventions  whsreffauiid  were  taken  up 
with  the  proprietors  of  the  premises.  Inspections  of  food  shops  is 
an  important  duty  and  cannot  be  relaxed,  for  only  by  constant 
inspection,  with  discussion  and  advice  to  proprietors,  managers  and 
staffs  can  education  in  the  field  of  good  hygiene  be  hamonetfusly 
achieved. 


